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THE MONEY OF FOLLY. 


{Concluded from Vol. XXXIV, page 6.) 





S has been shown in the previous articles which have been 
printed on the ‘‘ Money of Folly,” the pieces which come 
under this head, that have thus far been described, may be 
arranged in two classes, viz.: the Money of the Child- 
Bishops, and the Money of Fools,—by the latter being 
meant not so much the jesters of the Court or the Nobles, 

as those who assumed the costume and character of these adjuncts to the 

households of Princes during the Christmas revels which were held under 
the countenance or at least by the sufferance of the Church, for the amuse- 
ment of the populace, and in the first instance were conducted by the lower 
orders of the clergy. There is a great deal of difficulty in drawing the line 
which divided these two classes, for, as has been seen, one frequently runs 

into the other. At first the latter class was in a certain way apparently a 

rival of the other, both probably having their origin in the earlier Saturnalia 

of the Romans, if not in a still more ancient period, but in a very short time 
the two festivals seem to have coalesced. 

It only remains, in concluding these papers, to speak of a third and 
much more limited class, closely allied to the preceding, of which probably 
not a dozen specimens are now extant. ‘These are the pieces which were 
scattered on the Feast of Asses,—a ceremony well named, whether it be 
held to refer to the chief figure of the occasion or to the participants them- 
selves. D’Israeli, in his lively paper on ‘‘ Ancient and Modern Saturnalia,” 
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speaks of another revel of a similar character, called the “ Feast of the Bull.” 
It was doubtless as vile and disgraceful as the others, but he gives no par- 
ticulars. It needs no comment here, for there seems to be nothing to show 
that there were any “coins” issued for the event, unless one which Rigollot 
describes, bearing a rebus in which a bull’s head is one of the figures, may 
have some allusion to it, which is hardly probable. As he does not under- 
take to decipher this rebus, we leave the matter for the investigation of those 


who care to undertake it. 

From the accounts which have been preserved, the Feast of the Ass 
seems to have reached the lowest depths of folly, and the reader may judge 
of the justice of this statement from the narrative which we give below, from 


the same authority :— 


“This festival was called ‘The Feast of Asses,’ and was celebrated at 
Beauvais |France]. They chose a young woman, the handsomest in the 
town ; they made her ride on an ass richly harnessed, and placed in her arms 
a pretty infant. In this state, followed by the bishop and clergy, she marched 
in procession from the cathedral to the church of St. Stephen’s ; entered into 
the sanctuary; placed herself near the altar, and the mass began; whatever 
the choir sang was terminated by this charming burthen, Athan, hihan / 
Their ‘prose, [the hymn or sequence introduced into the mass on certain 
festival days,| half Latin and half French, explained the fine qualities of the 
animal. Every strophe finished by this delightful invocation : 

‘ Hez, sire Ane, ¢a chantez, 
Belle bouche rechignez, 
Vous aurés du foin assez, 
Et de l’avoine a plantez.’”’ 

This poetic (!) attempt to enlist the co-operation of the “hero of the 
occasion” by cajolery and a gross appeal to his appetite, I venture to trans- 
late very freely : 


' 


Hurrah, come and sing, Father Ass! 
Round your beautiful mouth you look cross! 

There’s a plenty of hay for your holy day, 

And oats more abundant than grass! 

Our authority continues : 

“They at length exhorted him, in making a devout genuflection, to for- 
get his ancient food, for the purpose of repeating without ceasing, Amen, 
amen. ‘The priest, instead of /te, missa est, sang three times, Hihan, hthan, 
hihan / and the people three times answered, Hihan, hihan, hihan / to imi- 
tate the braying of that grave animal.” ' 

In commenting on this curious instance of the medieval revels, the 
same writer remarks that “the ass was perhaps typical of that on which 


1 D’Israeli, * Curiosities of Literature,” Anecdotes of European Manners. 
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Jesus rode! The children of Israel worshipped a golden ass [?] and Balaam 
made another speak.” But it seems more probable that it referred to the 
story of the flight into Egypt, which, in the Bible narrative, followed the 
Epiphany, the feast which succeeds that of the Nativity, pictures of which 
usually show the Virgin and Child riding on an ass, which is led by St. 
Joseph. ‘In other places a similar revel was held, when the ass itself was 


covered with sacerdotal robes and gravely conducted into the choir, where 
service was performed before him, and a hymn chanted in as discordant a 
manner as they could contrive ; the office was a medley of all that had been 
sung during the year; pails of water were flung at the head of the chanters ; 
the ass was supplied with drink and provender at every division of the ser- 
vice ; and the asinines were drinking and braying for two days.” ' 

In Paris, on the Feast of the Epiphany, the seminarians were, during 
the period under notice, obliged to ‘‘ make a promenade” mounted on asses, 
and a similar custom existed at Abbeville, France. On these occasions the 
money of folly was freely scattered among the people who thronged the 
streets to watch the processions. Rigollot gives an engraving of a piece 
found at Abbeville, which has on the obverse a grotesque figure riding on an 
ass, to the right ; this rider wears the ‘“ capuchon,” and an ecclesiastical vest- 
ment which reaches nearly to his feet; the upper part of his body is out of 
all proportion to the rest; his right hand is raised in the form of giving the 
benediction ; behind him appears a small sprig of leaves. Legend, monotrE ° 
DE LEVESQ 1noct * (Money of the Bishop of the Innocents.) Reverse. A 
cross composed of four fleurs-de-lis, with ornaments of trefoils between the 
arms (called a “ rosace”’), fills the field; and the legend, which is separated 
from the device by a circle, is a Latin version of the French upon the obverse, 
MONETA : EPI- INNOCENTVM ® 

There is another piece which may possibly belong to this class, but the 
legends on both obverse and reverse are illegible, so that the assignment is 
uncertain, although its workmanship shows it is of this period. The obverse 
has the figure of a child on an animal, so poorly executed that it is difficult 
to decide for what it is meant, but the rider is at full speed, and the tail of the 
animal, which resembles that of an ass more than that of any other creature, 
curls up at its end, somewhat in asinine style. The reverse has a cross 
similar to that on the preceding piece. 

Very few examples of the money used on the Feast of Asses appear to 
have been preserved, from which it is inferred that its use was much more 
limited than that of the other classes already described. Indeed, it is evi- 
dent from the accounts of the revels, which at a very early period developed, 

1 Ibid., under “Ancient and Modern Saturnalia.” Roman Catholic writer, in his J/émoires, also has some 


Du Cange, in his Glossary, gives a similar account, un- particulars. 
der “Festum Asinorum,” and the Abbé Artigny, a 
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as has been shown, into occasions of licentious debauchery and obscenity, that 
the ecclesiastics, loose as were the morals of many of them in the period well 
termed the dark ages, could not have been suffered to continue them, if their 


superiors possessed the slightest reverence for the teachings of the Church 


in which they professed to believe. There were many things done of which 
the works that have been cited contain full particulars, but which will not 
bear printing in these days. The sports of the innocent children had grad- 
ually been displaced by the carousals of their elders, and in the Feast of the 
Ass the riotous proceedings became insufferable. 

It is believed that what has been given describing these singular cus- 
toms and the pieces so closely associated with them, will be interesting as 
giving light on a department of numismatics that is known to few collectors, 
whether here or abroad. Out of more than one hundred and fifty pieces 
engraved by Rigollot, | have been unable to learn of a single example in an 
American cabinet, and an examination of a very large number of foreign 
catalogues has shown not one that can be classed among them. The intrin- 
sic value of the pieces was too trifling to afford any inducement for their 
preservation at the time when they appeared. The few that have escaped 
the junk heap or the melting pot, and come down to us, have passed un- 
noticed by collectors, most of whom are ignorant of their interest; while 
the fact that the pieces were usually cast in lead or some soft alloy, made 
them speedily lose what little sharpness they originally possessed, and with it 
any apparent value they might otherwise have had ; and, finally, the quaint 
rebuses, which had no meaning to the eyes of those who lived at a distance 
from their place of issue, deprived them of even a passing interest to others. 
They have vanished like the sports which gave them birth. 

W. T. R. M. 


MEDAL OF THE FIRST LORD BALTIMORE. 


A CORRESPONDENT has sent us a rubbing of a medal struck apparently 
in honor of the first Lord Baltimore, which, so far as we can recall, has never 
been described among American pieces, and wishes to learn its origin and 
the occasion on which it was issued. The history of the piece under no- 
tice, so far as we have learned it, is that it was exhumed a few years ago 
on the site of one of the battle-fields in Prince William County, Virginia. 
It is a uniface medal of bronze, size nearly 20 by the American scale, and 
bears a portrait bust facing, but slightly turning to the left ; around the neck 
is the broad ruff of the period, which falls upon the breast and shoulders. 
Legend, above, * GEORGE CALVERT * and below, completing the circle, THE FIRST 
LORD BALTIMORE The edges, to judge from the rubbing, are milled, and the 
border is radiated. The condition of the piece is as good as could be ex- 
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pected, under the circumstances in which it was found; it has been pierced 
for a ring, and very likely was lost by the former owner near the spot where 
it was exhumed. 

It is difficult to form any opinion of its age from the rubbing before us, 
but it does not appear to be of any antiquity, although the owner was in- 
formed by a gentleman who saw it, that not improbably it was given to a 
friendly Indian on making a treaty with the first Lord Baltimore, and was 
lost on some expedition to their favorite hunting grounds in Virginia. We 
give no credence to this conjecture, for various reasons. It is much too 
small to have been used for such a purpose, as compared with other Indian 
medals of the period when they were bestowed ; a little copper piece of this 
simple style would have had little value as a decoration in the eyes of the 
red man. We know of no record which speaks of any treaty made by the 
first Lord Baltimore with the Indians, in commemoration of which this piece 
could have been struck and given to the chiefs who joined in such a com- 
pact. In fact, the story has about as much foundation as the fanciful tale of 
the ‘Glastonbury Penny,” exploited some ten or fifteen years ago by Mr. 
Richardson as a Baltimore Penny for the Newfoundland Avalonia, to the 
amusement of numismatists. 

George Calvert was born about 1580, in Yorkshire ; he was knighted by 
James I in 1617, and in 1619 became Secretary of State, but on entering the 
Roman Catholic Church in 1624, resigned his office. This change of faith 
does not seem to have lost him the favor of the king, who created him Baron 
of Baltimore, Ireland, in 1625. About 1620 he had received a royal patent 
which constituted him ‘“ Proprietary” of a part of Newfoundland éalled Ava- 
lon. The climate or some other cause led to his withdrawal from that enter- 
prise, and he was in Virginia in 1628-9. His religious opinions made him 
unwelcome there, and he soon returned to England; in 1632 he obtained 
from Charles I the Charter for Maryland, but died in London, 15 April, of 
the same year, before he was able to reach his new grant. His plans were 
carried out by his son Cecil, and need no further comment. 

This brief sketch of his life is enough to show that it is extremely im- 
probable that any such event could have occurred as the story alluded to 
above would imply. We therefore believe that the medal exhumed in Vir- 
ginia is a modern piece, simply commemorating the founder of the Colony, 
and very likely struck on some anniversary occasion. 

It is interesting to see that the face on this medal follows the well-known 
portrait of the first Lord Baltimore, the original of which hangs in the gal- 
lery of the Earl of Verulam, at Glastonbury, England, and which was painted 
by Mytens, Court Painter to James I. An engraving of this portrait can be 
seen in Winsor’s “ Narrative and Critical History of America,” III, p. 518, 
and a description is given in Note 3, on p. 558 of the same volume. The 
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face on the medal turns in the opposite direction from that of the famous 
portrait, but there can be no doubt that the engraver followed this original 


in cutting the die. We should be glad if any of our readers who may chance 
to know the history of the mintage of this medal,— which, from its subject, 
seems to belong to our Colonial Series, but which was unknown to the late 


Mr. Betts,— can furnish us with any account of its origin 
M. 


THRACIAN COIN-TYPES. 


THe last number of the American Journal of Archeology has an interesting article trans- 
- 6. SD 
lated from a paper by B. Pick, printed in the “ Jahrbuch d. k. d. Archdaol. Instituts,” on certain 


coin-types of Thrace, from which we take the following : — 


The coins of the Greek cities of Thrace, chiefly of Imperial times, are especially 
rich in types taken from local mythology and works of art. Coins of Philippopolis 
show Orpheus with his lyre, and Orpheus surrounded by birds and animals, the latter 
copied from a work of statuary, while the very similar Alexandrian type is from a 
painting. A group of Orpheus, Eurydice and Hermes, hitherto wrongly interpreted, 
is taken from a relief of great artistic merit, which differed from the Naples relief in 
having the figures turned in the opposite direction and the men nude. Three river 
gods, perhaps not in the original, may represent the rivers in the under-world. 
Besides heads of Heracles and single Labors, from Perinthus and other places, one 
medallion of Hadrianopolis shows the hero in the the attitude of the Farnese Her- 
cules, but holding a bow, surrounded by the twelve Labors in a ring. The scheme 
was perhaps suggested by a medallion of Perinthus, in which the signs of the Zodiac 
enclose a group of gods. 

The ancient native divinity, the Thracian Horseman, transformed under Greek 
influence into a chthonic god, occurs in many forms. At Bizye, coins of three 
emperors show him reclining at the theoxenia (a festival in honor of the gods), accom- 
panied by a seated goddess. Under Geta, his ancient warlike character is recalled by 
the addition of armor, and under Philip, the pair are identified with Asclepius and 
Hygieia. In this form of the theoxenia may be the origin of the later “ Todtenmahl ” 
(Feast of the Dead) reliefs. In Imperial times, the reclining attitude is used among 
other forms for the Dioscuri at Tomi, and for a god, probably Serapis, at Sinope, 
while the couch alone occurs at Nicomedia, The local god of Odessus, @eds Méyas, 
with phiale and horn of plenty, clearly a chthonic god, is the same hellenized Thracian 
divinity. On the earliest coins, about 300 B.C., he is reclining, and an inverted 
amphora typifying libation, which also occurs alone, is in the field. Later he is stand- 
ing. A chthonic goddess, » ea, is contemporary with the earlier, and Demeter and 
Cora (Proserpine) with the later type. About 200 B. C., the Horseman appears with 
only the horn of plenty to indicate the Hellenic element. He is found also on coins 
of Tomi and of Istrus, and with the calathus (or wicker basket) borrowed from 
Serapis, also at Sinope. The ancient Apollo statues of three Milesian colonies, 
Olbia, Sinope and Apollonia, are found on coins. The last, a colossus by Calamis, 
may give a basis for selecting Alexicacus of the same artist from among the Apollo 
figures on Attic coins. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO SOME UNDESCRIBED SPANISH-AMERICAN 
PROCLAMATION PIECES. 


BY BENJAMIN BETTS. 


For a knowledge of the pieces described below (Nos. 4 and 5 excepted), 
I am indebted to Mr. G. F. Ulex, of Hamburg, Germany, who kindly fur- 
nished me with photographs from which the illustrations have been made. 
No. 4 is described by C. W. Betts,’ from Herrera and Fonrobert, but neither 
of these illustrate the piece, nor had the first two seen it ; its rarity, and the 
fact that a photograph can now be given, I believe, will justify its description 
here. 

Nos. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 13 (Plate I11) were from a photographic plate of 
rubbings (87a) from the Catalogue of Vidal Quadras Ramon, of Barcelona, 
Spain.? As they were unsuited for reproduction in outline, a resort to the 
gelatine process of Mr. Edward Bierstadt seemed to promise the best re- 
sults, and by this means the xegative effects produced by the rubbings have 
been reversed, and the illustrations showing osztive effects appear almost as 
they would if reproduced directly from the original pieces. As Herrera in 
his work makes several quotations from this collection, and as the plate from 
which these pieces were reproduced is evidently supplementary, the inference 
is strong that they had been acquired subsequent to the publication of Her- 
rera. The remaining numbers have been engraved as heretofore, and appear 
on Plate IV. The sizes given are millimeters. 

Spain, after four centuries of occupation, has at last by the cession of 
Puerto Rico to the United States and the evacuation of Cuba, relinquished 
forever her title to any portion of the Western hemisphere. ‘The issue of 
Spanish-American Proclamation Pieces is therefore finally terminated, and it 
now only remains to garner in the examples, as yet unknown, to round out to 
completion this very interesting series. 


LOUIS I. Proclaimed 17 January, 1724. 


Zacatecas, Mexico. 


1. Obverse. Mailed bust in profile to left; the hair flowing and abun- 
dant. Legend: Lupou.1.D.G.HISPANIA.RE. (For Ludovicus I, Dei Gratia, 
etc., Louis I, by the grace of God King of Spain.) A border of pellets sur- 
rounds the legend. Reverse. A conical mountain illuminated by the sun at 
the top to left, and the waning moon to right ; a mine entrance is at the side 
to left, and below it the word svra diagonally placed, thus \; there appear 
to be several letters on the mountain, but ym are all that are legible. Legend: 
MINERIA DE ZACATECAS. (Perhaps for ‘the miners at Zacatecas.’) A border of 

1 “ American Colonial History Illustrated by Contem- 2 This appears to have been a very important collec- 


poraneous Medals,” pp. 223, 224. Published in New tion. Referring to the Catalogue, Mr. Ulex states that 
York, in 1894, by the late C. Wyllys Betts. it is a very fine one, in four volumes. 
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Catalogue, Vidal Quadras Ramon (12,939), Bar- 
Size 26." 


pellets as on obverse. 


celona, Spain. Silver. 


FERDINAND VI. Succeeded ro August, 1746. 2 
Zacatecas, Mexico. 

2. Obverse. Mailed bust in profile, to left; the hair flowing and abun- 
dant. Legend: rerpinaAnpvs. (ND in cypher) vi . HISPANIARUM (HI in cypher) 
REX. (Ferdinand VI, King of Spain.) The whole surrounded by a border 
of pellets. Ae Design similar to No. 1. The word svra to left is 
horizontally placed over the sockel or exergual line. Legend: above, Mor- 
ANA MENDOZA (ME in cypher). (Probably the Governor; Mendoza was the 
name of an ancient family in Spain.) In exergue, zacaTecas (TE in cypher) ; 
outside of all is a border of pellets. Cat. V. Q. R. (12,987) Silver.’ Size 30. 


CHARLES III. Proclaimed 11 September, 1759. 4 
Cura, Venezuela, S. A. 
3.  Obverse. Bust of the King in profile to right, in antique armor. 
Legend : cARoL(U)s (1) DG HIS ET IN RX (Charles III, by the grace of God 
King of Spain and the Indies.) Aeverse. In the field, in monogram, vTor 
Legend: DON JAM VILLA D CvR (vk in cypher), and below, 1760. From the 


Weyl] Catalogue, No. 80, Berlin, 1887; it is there attributed to Valladolid de 


Michoacan, Mexico; which seems to me clearly a mistake. Cura was a town 
in Venezuela, 45 miles south-west of Caracas, and the legend appears to give 
the name of its alcalde and that of the city, ‘ Villa de Cura.” The mono- 
gram on the reverse is exactly the same as that on my No. 7 Cumana, but 
without the ¢z/de. Silver. Size 20}. 


falladolid de Michoacan, Mexico. 


4. Obdverse. Armored bust to right, in profile. Legend: caRoLvs. im. 
D. G. HISPA. ET. INDIARVM.. REX. (translation above.) Reverse. In the field 
an inscription in five lines, JvRADO | EN | vALLADO® | ano | 1761 (Oath of al- 
legiance taken in Valladolid in the year 1761.) Legend: ---- REGAL. SIGN. 
pE---- Edge plain. Charles III: Herrera, 106; C. W. Betts, No. 504; 
Fonrobert Catalogue, No. 6,928; now in the collection of Mr. Ulex. Silver. 
Size 28. 

Zapotecas, Mexico. 

5. Obdverse. Laureated bust in profile to right, in armor; beneath the 

bust #1760 Legend: CAROL: III-D-G-R-HISP.ZAPTEC the z reversed ; the rim 














1 There is a piece of essentially similar design, which 
was struck at Zacatecas in honor of this King, but size 
31, and which is described by Herrera as No, 24 of this 
reign. 

2 The date of his proclamation in Spain as king 
does not appear; that in Mexico must of course have 
been several months after his accession. 

3 Herrera, Ferd. VI, 70, has another piece of this 


King, struck in this city, which is very similar to ‘* at 
described in the text, but smaller — size 27, 

4 Charles III succeeded Ferdinand VI “the Wise,” 
10 August, 1759; he was then King of the Two Sic- 
ilies; he made his son, Don Ferdi .nd, successor to 
that kingdom, and soon after was proclaimed King of 
Spain, reaching Madrid 9 December, 1759. The fol- 
lowing year he was proclaimed in Mexico, 
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serrated. Reverse. A lion rampant to right, within a crowned shield ; on the 
border of the shield six crosses (saltire), two at each side and two at the 
base; the field around the shield filled with conventional rays. Legend: 
HISP.ET.IND.R ZAP.PROCL. (This is apparently to be read with that on the 
obverse. Zapoteeas [repeated] proclaims Charles III, by the grace of God 
King of Spain [also repeated] and of the Indies.) At bottom the letter © 
(Oaxaca). Rim serrated; edge ww In the collection of Sr. Francisco 
Leon y Calderon, Oaxaca, de Juarez, Mexico; purchased at Low's sale, Feb. 
20th, 1899; now in my possession. Gold, cast. Size 27. 


CHARLES IV. Proclaimed 17 January, 1789. 


Guadalaxara, Mexico. 


6. Obverse. Bust of the king in profile to right, with scarf, frill, and 
Order of the Golden Fleece ; the hair in a queue. Legend: cCaARoLt-Iv-HIs- 
PANI-INDI-AR-Q-: REGIS. IN AUG-GUADALAX: PROCLAM: (Guadalaxara in honor of 
the august proclamation of Charles IV, King of Spain and of the Indies.) Rim 
plain. Reverse. An ornamental shield quartered and surmounted by a helmet 
facing left with the visor closed ; in the first quarter is a crowned eagle dis- 
played ; in the second, a mailed right arm, the hand grasping a sceptre; in 
the third, three growing plants ; and in the fourth, a lion rampant, to left ; in 
the border of the shield, at the top, ave MARIA Legend: JosE-IGNATIO- BA- 
SAURI- BIENN - MAGISTRATUS - ATQ- ADSOL: PROCLA: The words on the top of the 
shield are from the familiar “ salutation” to the Virgin, ‘‘ Hail, Mary,” and the 
legend gives the name of the ‘“ Biennial Magistrate” who proclaimed the ac- 
cession of the king. A lined circle surrounds the legend, outsidexof which 
is a border of laurel (?) leaves. Cat. V.Q. R. (13,184.) Silver. Size 39. 


FERDINAND VII. Succeeded 19 March, 1808. : 
Atotonilco en grande ( Totonilco) Mexico. 

7. Obverse. In the field, in three lines, L. s. s. | Jusu- | Eses (which may 
have a local allusion). Legend: aToTroniLco ANO-DE-1808 (name of place 
of mintage and date). A corded circle separates the legend from the field. 
A border of trefoils surrounds all. Reverse. Plain. I give this a place here 
solely on the authority of the Ramon Catalogue ; it appears in the Fonrobert 
Catalogue (No. 6,737), but zo¢ as a Proclamation Piece. The date seems to 
be the only indication that it belongs to the series. Cat. V. Q. R. (13,269.) 
Silver and copper. Size 23. 

Guatemala, C. A. 

8. Obverse. Bust in profile to right, in military dress, with scarf and 
frill; the hair in a queue. Legend: FERDINANDO « VII * PIO * FEL * AUG * 
(Pius, Felix, Augustus — epithets hardly justified in view of the events which 


1 The date of his proclamation as king in Spain resign his crown only six weeks after his accession; he 
does not appear, as he was compelled by Napoleon to was restored to the throne 28 September, 1823. 
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so soon and so long deprived him of his crown.) Beneath the bust * 1808 * 
A double-lined circle surrounds the legend ; a border of trefoils ; outside of 
all is a circle of pellets. Reverse. In the field is the inscription, in four lines, 
GUATEM * | ACADEMLE (& in cypher) NUNQUAM | puBIA FIDES (The loyalty of 
the College of Guatemala is never doubtful.) Above the inscription is a 
radiant star of eight points, and below it a festoon of flowers; at bottom, 

A double-lined circle and border, the same as on the obverse. Cat. 

( 13,279.) Silver. Size 36. 


/ 


Obverse. Armored bust to right, with frill and Order of the Golden 
Fleece. Beneath the bust 1808. Legend: kErnanpo. vil. DEI GraTIA. The 
Fr is not only upside down but reversed, as are both n’s. Rim serrated. Fe- 
verse. A heavily cloaked figure, facing right, and with one foot stepping on 
an orb; in the right hand is a palm branch resting on the shoulder; in the 
left, a wreath (of laurel?) extended toward the right. Legend: pRocLaMaDo 
EL DIA XII DE AGOSTO DE 1808. (Proclaimed the 12th day of August, 1808.) 
Below the orb mM. 79 Rim serrated ; edge sss In the collection of Mr. G. 
F. Ulex. Silver. Size 4o. 
10. Obverse. Bust and legend very similar to the preceding, but from 
a different die. Reverse. The legend and design are also the same as the last, 
with die differences. In this one the stem of the palm branch points to the 
letter 1 in p1A, while in the preceding it points to a; the rims are serrated, 
and the edge is plain. In the collection of Mr. G. F. Ulex. Silver. Size 41. 


Popayan, S. A. 

11. Obverse. Bust of the king to right, in profile, in military dress, with 
scarf and Order of the Golden Fleece. Beneath the bust are two olive 
branches. Legend: FERNANDO VII - REI DE ESPANA E INDIAS ® (Ferdinand 
VII, King of Spain and the Indies.) Rim dentilated. Reverse. In the field, 
an inscription of eight lines, PROCLAMADO | POR | TENORIO. | EN | POPAYAN | A 
29. DE | ocTUBRE | ANO DE 1808. (Proclaimed by Tenorio, [ Alferez Real ?] in 
Popayan, on the 29th of October, in the year 1808.) A small rosette above 
the inscription, and two below. Legend: * HECHO (HE in cypher) EN PLATINA | 
PURA POR CORDEROe Y POR PENAc ¥ (Made in pure platinum by Cordero and by 
Pena.) Rim dentilated. From ‘‘ Monedas y medallas Hispano- Americanos 
por Fose Toribia Medina Santiago de Chile 1891, Impreso y grabado en casa 
del Autor.” Mr. Ulex says: ‘‘The book has only plates, which are close 
copies of Herrera, the Popayan piece being the only addition.” Platinum.* 
Size 62. 

1 Platinum was brought into notice by Antonio di for purposes of coinage; hence a piece of this size and 
Ulloa, who accompanied a scientific expedition to South metal is of special interest, aside from its rarity. I note 
America, 1735-46; he was the Spanish Governor of that the word p/atina signifies a si/ver mine, as well 


Louisiana 1764-7. The furity of the metal may per- as the metal platinum. The names are not improbably 
haps be donbted, and its intractability makes it unfit those of the mint officials. 
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Rio de Hacha (Villa Hacha), Mexico. 


12. Obdverse. A grotesque double-headed eagle displayed, holding a 
small axe or hatchet in his right talon. Legend: FERNANDO VII LEALTAD RH 
(Loyalty of Rio de Hacha to Ferdinand VII.) At the bottom, 1808 Re- 
verse. In the field, the Spanish arms, as borne by the Bourbons, in a crowned 
shield. Legend: REI DE ESPA NA E INDIAS (continued from obverse, King of 
Spain and the Indies.) Cat. V. Q. R. (13,322.) Silver. Size 25. 


Valladolid de Michoacan, Mexico. 


13. Odverse. Bust in profile to right, in military costume, with sash and 
frill, and Order of the Golden Fleece. Legend: a. FERNANDO-VII-REY DE 
ESPANA Y DE-INDIAS- (To Fernando VII, King, etc.) Beneath the bust, F. 
Gordillo F. M° (The die-cutter’s name and mint mark of the city of Mexico.) | 
Reverse. An ornamented oval shield, crowned, and resting on a base of three 
steps; from the upper part of the shield branches of palm are suspended, 
filling the field at each side. Within the ellipse, on a bracket, are the busts 
of three personages; the one in the centre is facing, and in civil costume ; 
those at the sides are helmeted, and in profile. Legend: pROCLAMADO-EN LA 
CIUDA=DE VALLADOLID: DE MICHOAC: | (the DE in cypher) POR LA NOBI-LISIMA ° 
ciupaAD. At bottom,-a-1808. (Proclaimed by the most noble city, in the city 
of Valladolid de Michoacan, 1808.) Cat. V.Q. R. (13,341.) Copper. Size 42. 

These arms are those of the city of Valladolid, in Michoacan, and they 
appear on several Proclamation pieces, though somewhat differently exe- 
cuted. This reverse die, or one very closely resembling it, was combined 
with a very different obverse die (Herrera, Ferdinand VII, 87), which has the 
head laureated, the collar of the coat without embroidery, the engraver’s 
name in capitals, and the treatment, in other particulars, shows marked dif- 
ferences. The bust on the obverse of No. 13, which is illustrated in our 
plate, very closely resembles one of the king given by Herrera as No. 30 
(Mexico), and is perhaps from the same die ; this cannot be determined with 
certainty without an inspection of the pieces, but the combination of dies 
now given does not appear to have been known to that author. 


Zongolica, Mexico. 


14. Odverse. In field, a strung bow with arrow placed erect. Legend: 
VIVA FERNANDO . VII. Y AMERICA. (Long live Fernando VII and America.) 
Reverse. In lower part of the field, a cavalry sabre, or machete, with hilt to 
right ; the blade apparently aimed at the trunk of a small tree or shrub. In 
the field, above, (2) R [2 Reals], and at the bottom, (18)12 Legend: 
above, zonGoLIcA Three small crescents are near the point of the sword, 
one at the hilt, and one at the end of the legend. In the collection of Mr. 
G. F. Ulex. Silver. Size 27. 
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1s. Mr. G. F. Ulex, in a letter to me, dated October 13th, 1898, states 
that the late Dr. Bastow, of Mexico, had in his collection a 4 Real piece 
of Zongolica, but was unable to give me any particulars. As Dr. Bastow had 
a photograph of the 2 Real piece before him at the time he made the an- 


nouncement to Mr. Ulex, the inference is strong that the design of the 4 
Real piece was the same as that of the 2 Reals. 


THE SMITHSONIAN-HODGKINS MEDAL. 


In October, 1891, Mr. Thomas George Hodgkins, of Setauket, N. Y., 
established a Fund of $200,000, under the care of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, at Washington, with a provision that a portion of the income should be 
devoted to ‘the increase and diffusion of a more exact knowledge in regard 
to the nature and properties of atmospheric air in connection with the wel- 
fare of man.” ‘The gift was accepted by the Institution, and in carrying out 
the purpose of the donor, a competition was announced and prizes were 
offered for memoirs describing new and important discoveries in the direction 
indicated. A Medal was also established, which was called the “ Hodgkins 
Medal,” to be bestowed by the Institution for original contributions to the 
knowledge of the subject specified, or for new and original applications of 
such knowledge to human welfare. These Medals were to be struck in 
gold, silver and bronze, and were given in addition to special prizes, with 
honorable mention in the order of merit, to successful competitors who might 
be designated to receive them by the committee of award. 

The design of this medal was intrusted to M. J. C. Chaplain, of Paris, a 
Member of the French Academy, well known as one of the most eminent 
medallists of the day. The obverse bears a draped female figure seated upon 
the upper portion of a globe, to the right; in her right hand she has a 
scroll partly unrolled, emblematic of knowledge, and with her left she holds 
erect a blazing torch, the flame of which is borne to the right by the breeze 
which also fills her veil, shown floating at the left and behind her head: 
clouds surround the top of the portion of the globe seen on the medal, and 
the sky above is spangled with stars. At the left, behind her, is per and at 
the right, beneath the torch, ornem. The figure is graceful and full of life. 

The reverse is adapted from the seal of the Institution by the American 
artist, St. Gaudens. On the centre of the field is a small beaded circle 
between two erect and flaming torches, bound with ribbons, the ends of 
which fall outwardly, a single end of each curving inwardly towards the 
central circle. On this circle above is HODGKINs and MEDAL below, conforming 
to the circumference ; the central space is blank, to be filled with the name 
of the recipient. Legend, above the inner circle, in three curving lines, the 
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first between the flames of the torches, *» FOR « THE « INCREASE « | « AND « 
DIFFVSION * OF ¢ | * KNOWLEDGE ¢ AMONG ¢ MEN ° and beneath, in three lines 


also curving to the edge of the medal, + SMITHSONIAN « | « INSTITVTION ¢ | ¢ 


WASHINGTON ¢ 1846 «. 

The first gold medal struck under this foundation has recently been 
awarded to Professor James Dewar, of the Royal Institute, London, and was 
given him for his discovery that air can be liquefied. The presentation was 
recently made through the American Embassy, at London. 


NEWLY DISCOVERED VERNONS. 
BY EDMUND J. CLEVELAND, HARTFORD, CONN. 


1. Obdbv. Same die as Betts 211. Rev. HE * TOOK * PORTO * BELLO * WITH * SIX ° 
SHIPS ‘ONLY * [1739 omitted.] In exergue, BY.COURAGE. AND | CONDUCT [N’s not 
reversed.'] Seven ships (a little irregular), two, two, one, one, one ; three sailing left, 
two right, one stern on, one bow on; one small vessel in harbor; tower and steeple 
pointing at L and 1; water-lines below first three ships. Rims plain. Brass. Size 
234. Might be inserted as Betts 213a. In my collection. 

2. Obdv. About the same as Betts 214. Rev. HE ‘TOOK * PORTO * BELLO‘ WITH * 
SIX ‘ SHIPS‘ ONLY. In exergue, NOV. 22 1739 Six ships, three, two and one; five 
sailing left, one in foreground, to right, nearly stern on; two small vessels in harbor ; 
tower and two steeples pointing at L, w and T; water-lines below first three ships. 
Rims plain. Copper. Size 234. Might be inserted as Betts 214a. In my collec- 
tion. 

3. Obv. Same die as Betts 230, but showing two small hemisphere bulbs in 
right field between the baton and legend, due to a break in the die. Rev. WHOTOOK 
PORTOBELLO WITH 8IX SHIP8 ONLY [Inscription not punctuated and commingled, 
figure 8 serving for s as shown in sIx and suHips by a curious break in the die.] In 
exergue, NOV 22 1739 [not. punctuated.] Ornament under date. Seven ships, three 
(the middle ship united to a spherical bulb-like break of die in the water), one, two, 
one, all sailing left ; delicate water-lines under first four ships ; tower and two steeples 
pointing at E, second Landi. Rims milled. Brass. Size 234. A superb specimen 
in my collection. In the /ournal for January last I described one slightly different 
from this, which I suggested might be called 2302, this would then be 2304. 

4. Obv. Same die as Betts 306. Rev. HE ‘ TOOK * PORTO * BELLO * WITH * SIX‘ 
SHIPS ‘ONLY In exergue, NOV ‘ 22°1739. Six ships, three, two and one, all sailing 
right ; no small vessels ; towers and steeples (except the two at either side of the 
entrance to the harbor) low and not well defined ; water-lines below first three ves- 
sels. Rims milled. Brass. Size 23%. Might be inserted as Betts 306a. In my 
collection. 

5. Obv. Similar to Betts 275, but from a different die. THE ° BRITISH ° 
GLORY * REVIV *D ‘ BY * ADMIRAL ‘ VERNON. No exergue. In the field, at right, 
view | OrFOrT | cHAGRE. Half-length figure, full face, his baton in his left hand ; a 


1 The periods midway the height of the letters are shown too high in the text, due to the limitations of type. 








46 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [OcTOBER, 


+ 


flower bush (having at right of stalk six sprigs, five of them each with a flower, and 
at left of stalk five sprigs each with a flower, at top of stalk a flower). at left ; a very 
small fort (to which his left elbow points), above which a steeple, at right, below the 
name; under the fort, a ship sailing to the right; line enclosing the legend. Rev. 
WHO * TOOK * PORTO * BELLO ‘ WITH * SIX‘ MEN ‘OF ‘ WAR‘ ONLY’ In exergue, NOV ° 
22°1739. Ships, four and two, in two diagonal lines rising slightly from the left to 
right ; five sailing to right, one to left ; one steeple pointing to 0 in BELLO, another to 
between w and |, and another to u, a tower to M and a steeple to E in MEN; water- 
lines covering harbor ; line enclosing legend. Rims plain. Brass. Size 21. May be 
called Betts 275a. In my collection. 

6 I have also received from a correspondent the description of an interesting 
variety which was recently exhumed in Boston, near the corner of Harrison Avenue 
and Bennett Street, while excavations were making for one of the piers of the Ele- 
vated Railroad now building in that city. This locality was very near the shore of 
the harbor, sixty years or more ago, and whether it was originally lost there or was 
brought unnoticed in the “filling’” when Harrison Avenue, formerly Front Street, was 
in process of construction, cannot now be learned. The piece is much corroded and 
has evidently been under ground for a long time, but with the exception of two words, 
which can easily be supplied from similar medals, the legends can be read without 
difficulty. As will be seen, the size of the piece is unusually large for this series ; its 
form is elliptical, and it is struck like a coin instead of like a medal,— 7. ¢., the devices 
on obverse and reverse are placed in opposite directions. Odv. THE BRITISH GLORY 
[REVIV'D BY] HON . EDWARD. VERNON ESQ: VICE ‘ ADMIRAL OF THE BLEW The peri- 
ods between the words are indistinct ; those that can be made out are noted. Ad- 
miral Vernon three-quarters length, facing, but the head turned slightly to the right ; 
his right arm bent to the hip, and a baton in his left hand ; a tree in the background 
at the left, a ship at the right, and a fort in the distance ; over the latter is A * VIEW | 
OF ‘For’ | CHAGRE’ A line of pellets separates the space of the exergue. ev. 
PORTO ' BELLO ‘ TAKEN * BY ‘ THE ‘ COURAGE ‘AND CONDUCT * OF ADMIRAL VERNON 
WITH SIX MEN OF WAR‘ ONLY ‘NOV 22° ANNO DOM 1739 + A view of the city, bay 
and forts: two small vessels in the harbor, one outside on the left and a boat at the 
right, both near the shore ; six vessels in the fleet, all sailing to left in three irregular 
lines. Size 34x25. The metal seems to bea yellowish copper, possibly brass or an 
alloy. At present loaned to the cabinet of the Bostonian Society. 


NEW COINAGE FOR THE NETHERLANDS. 


Tue coinage of the Netherlands struck during the minority of the youthful 
Queen is to be replaced by a new issue, which is to bear the portrait of Wilhelmina, 
crowned, and with the date of 1899,—the year of her accession to the throne 
and of the assemblage of the Peace Congress at the Hague. We understand that 
the design has been prepared by Pander, an artist of the kingdom of Holland, but 
the preparation of the dies and the execution of the details of striking the pieces 
will be under the charge of M. Paulin Tasser, a gentleman attached to the Mint at 
Paris, through whose hands have passed so many French coins, as well as various 
issues struck by that Mint for foreign countries. 
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HARD TIMES TOKENS. 


BY LYMAN H. LOW. 


(Continued from Vol. XXXIV, p. 21.] 


132. Obv, E. F. SISE & CO | GENERAL | COMMISSION, | AND FORWARDING | MER- 


CHANTS. | PORTSMOUTH | * N H * Rev. IMPORTERS | OF | CROCKERY | © AND o& | 


GLASS WARE | DEALERS | # IN « | COAL | 1837 Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal A. 
Size 284, 29. 

Edward F. Sise, the founder of the firm by whom these tokens were issued, was born in Dover, 
N. H., Sept. 19, 1799, and died May 25, 1868; the ‘* Co.” was Mr. John Walker, whose interest at first 
was nominal, but when Mr. Sise withdrew from the firm about 1854, Mr. Walker succeeded with Messrs. 
William H. and Joseph Sise. The following year Mr. Walker retired; he died about 1883. Mr. Joseph 
Sise died Feb. 14, 1894, and the surviving partner continued under the original style, as a commission 
merchant, dealing in coal and salt. The firm have occupied the same premises since 1822. He wrote in 
May, 1895, that the dies were made at Albany, and that only one issue was ever struck. Another mem- 
ber of the family has informed me that the dies were cut in Providence, R. I., but the workmanship 
clearly shows, in my judgment, that the tokens were made by H. M. & E. I. Richards, of Attleborof 
Mass. 

133. Odv. TIME|1S|MoNEY The face of a clock; the short or hour hand 
touches the ». part of x; the long or minute hand points to /. of third minute mark 
after 1. Rev. SMITHS | CLOCK | ESTABLISHMENT | N° 74 | BOWERY | NEW YORK | 1837 
Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal AZ. Size 28, 28%. 

There is a slight break in the reverse die, at the bottom of the date, extending / 
and following the border towards E in ESTABLISHMENT. 


Andrew B. Smith advertised in the Vew York Examiner, in June, 1837, that he was located at 
the corner of the Bowery and Division Street, New York, ‘‘up stairs, third story, entrance 74 Bowery.” 
In November of the following year the style of the firm was changed to A. B. Smith & Co.; in 1841 the 
partnership was conducted as ‘‘Smith & Brothers,” and they announced that they had established a 
branch house at g North Fifth Street, Philadelphia. 


134. Odv. Same design as No. 133; the hour hand points to the centre of x; 
the minute hand between the first and second minute mark after 11; the space between 
1 and s in the second line is the widest of the series. Rev. Same as No. 133. Bor- 
ders 4. Edger. Metal At. Size 28. 

135. Obdv. Same as No. 133. Rev. Similar to No. 133. The word EsTABLIsu- 
MENT is curved ; NEW and yorK are near together and in larger letters than on the pre- 
ceding. Borders 4. Edger. Metal AZ. Size 28%. 

136. Obv. A close copy of No. 133. The minute hand points to the third mark 
following 11; the v in vill points to the centre of Min MonEy. Rev. Similar to No. 
135 but differently spaced ; a short dash below o in N°; a floral ornament at either 
side. Borders 4. Edger. Metal AL. Size 283. 

137. Obdv. Similar to No. 133. The minute hand points at the space between 
the second and third mark after 1. The circle around the pivot on which the two 
hands turn, is composed of eleven dots. Rev. Same as No.135. Borders 4. Edget. 
Metal AE. Size 284. 

138. Odv. Same as No. 137. Rev. Similar to No. 136; the spacing between 
the lines differs slightly ; the floral ornaments are much larger. Borders 4. Edge 1. 
Metal AZ. Size 284. 
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139. Odv. s $B above two leaves horizontally placed, and joined by a cross ; 
below, 1837. Border composed of small leaves. Rev. Four leaves in the form of a 
cross, crossed by four small, plain leaves. Border, sixteen leaves with two small ones 


alternating. Edger. Metal, Brass. Size 19. 
Neither the place of issue nor the name of the person who caused it to be struck has been dis- 


covered 


140. Odv. A head /, wearing a coronet on which is LIBERTY; below, 1837. 
Thirteen stars around the border. This is a copy after the United States Cent of the 
period. Aev. EZRA B. SWEET NO, 200 CANAL STREET, NEW-YORK In the field, STOVE | 
& | KITCHEN | FURNITURE | WAREHOUSE, | — | TIN, COPPER, | AND ZINC | ROOFING 
Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal AE. Size 27%. 

Rather crude work, in the lettering especially. Gin ROOFING quite linked with 
Ain CANAI 

Mr Ezra bs. Sweet was in active business life in New York City from 1825 to 1852; during this 
period his change iddress occurs twelve times. He was at 200 Canal Street, the location named 
on the token, from 1836 to 1839. In addition to the business advertised on this card, the ‘‘ ETC.” included 


that of ‘* Bell-founder” and ** Plumber.” 


141. Odv. and Rev. From the same dies as the last, but struck on a larger and 
thicker planchet. Size 28. 
142. Ov. BERGEN IRON WORKS above, and below, completing the circle, 
*& STORE * An eagle, with wings spread, on a section of wire cable. Rev. BONE 
FIDE! siGNuM (A token of good faith.) Two hands with cuffs, joined in the centre 
of a radiation; below, 1840 Borders 5. Edge 1. Metal, Brass. Size 21. 
rhe Bergen Iron Works were located in what is now Ocean County, formerly a part of Monmouth 
County, New Jersey, at a place once known as Bricksburg, now called Lakewood. They have long 
ceased working, but I have been informed that some remains of the old buildings may still be seen not 
far from a point where the railroad crosses Metetecunk River, about four miles from the northern end of 
Barnegat bay. Sixty years or more ago the forges and furnaces in Central New Jersey were chiefly en- 
gaged in the treatment of ‘* bog ores,” as they were then called, but when the abundant deposits in 
Pennsylvania were developed, the mines of New Jersey ceased operations. This token seems to have 
been issued by the company, which was not incorporated, to supply currency for their workmen and 
patrons of the ‘* Store” connected with the ‘‘ Iron Works.” 
Type of No. 142, but not as well executed; the letters and eagle 
small circles take the place of the two stars. Rev. Same as No. 142. 
S<dge 1. Metal Az. Size 214, 22. 
and Rev. Same as No. 143. Borders 5. Edge 1. Metal, Brass. 


This and No. 143 are poorly struck, and not well centered ; most specimens show 
a break in the obverse die from B in BERGEN through the eagle, to the space between 
IRON and WORKS; on a few it extends from the point of wing Z to B. 


WITHOUT DATE. 


145. Odv. A female head /, in outline quite like No. go, inscribed Troy, within 
a circle of fourteen stars. Rev. BUCKLIN’S BOOK KEEPING; within a wreath of olive 
leaves, west | TROY A dash below. Borders 5. Edge 1. Metal AZ. Size 28, 284. 





1899. | AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 49 


This piece is found struck on both thick and thin planchets ; the latter are more 
common. The dies were cut by 77rwe; the striking is faulty, and the piece perhaps 
the most wretched example, both in the die-cutting and the striking, of all his work. 
For Bucklin, see notes on No. 77 above, and for True, see No. 88. 

146. Obv. Same as No. 145. Rev. CARPENTER & MOSHER’ RIVER’ Sr Within 
a badly-executed wreath, pry | Goops A dash below. Borders 5. Edge 1. Metal 
fE. Size 28. 

Carpenter & Mosher were in business in 1829-31 at No. 404 River Street; the next four years at 
No. 325, and from 1836 to 1841 at No. 310. In the latter year Mr. Mosher withdrew and was succeeded 
by Mr. John Carpenter. The senior member of the original firm died about 1850. 


147. Obv. Same as No. 145. Rev. Same as No. 146, but with street number 
310 added below the dash. 

The location given shows that this piece was struck during the ‘‘ Hard Times,” though it has no 
date. 

148. Obv. T. DUSEAMAN BUTCHER above, and * BELLEVILLE * below, completing 
the circle. Eagle supporting an elliptical shield, bearing an anchor, within a circle of 
13 stars. Rev. AGRICULTURE & COMMERCE above, and + BAS-CANADA + below, com- 
pleting the circle. A bouquet of roses, thistle heads, shamrock leaves, etc., in the 
field. Borders 4. Edge1. Metal At. Size 28. 

The obverse of this is an altered die which was undoubtedly executed on the 
order of T. D. Seaman for his card, but which for its general wretchedness of work- 
manship was probably rejected by him. The u, as will be noticed on the obverse, is 
closer to D and s than the letters which follow are to each other. If this letter u 
should be removed, there would remain the same space between D and s as there is 
between T and p. The period immediately following p may be observed in the lower 
part of u. The reverse is the same as the obverse of the Canadian Sou (McLachlan 
71 and 72, LeRoux 145), which shows very conclusively that some of the, Canadian 
series were made at the Belleville mint. After the u was added it was suitable for 
general purposes, and sold to any one in quantities to pass out “for convenience” as 
acent. Both dies are badly cracked. 

(See notes under No. 155, below, for some account of Seaman, by whose order 
the obverse die was engraved, and under No. 150 for a brief history of the Belleville 
coining establishment.) 

149. Odv. Arms of the city of Philadelphia, supported and crested. Rev. 
F.s.|50cENTS Borders 3. Edge 1. Metal, Feuchtwanger. Size 26. 

The allusion contained in F. s. has not been learned, but the fact that the obverse die is found in 
combination with a reverse on a piece of which some account will be found under No. 152, justifies its 
inclusion in the series. 

150. Obdv. Same as the reverse of No. 66. Rev. Jj. GIBBS MANUFACTURER 
above, and below, completing the circle, ¥ BELLEVILLE * In field, oF | MEDALS | AND 
|TOKENS| &c|.NJ. Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal 4. Size 28. 

The v in Belleville is an A reversed. 

John Gibbs was the senior member, if not the founder, of the firm of Gibbs, Gardner & Co., of 
Belleville, N. J. In this town there was, as early as 1835, a manufactory for making and rolling sheet 
brass, conducted by a concern known as Stevens, Thomas & Fuller. Mr. Fuller died about 1840, but 


his partners continued the business, adding to it that of making the dies and striking minor coins, 
chiefly or entirely in copper, for Brazil, Liberia and San Domingo, and tokens and store cards for various 
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American firms, but the latter business was given up two or three years later. Gibbs was born in Bir- 
mingham, England, in 1809, and came to this country with his father, William. He was early at Belle- 
ville, where he procured a building on the premises occupied by Stevens, Thomas & Fuller, and, with 
John Gardner, began the manufacture of brass buttons, procuring his ‘* sheet stock” from that firm. 
Their industry and skill brought them business, and they are reputed to have cut numerous dies for 
store cards and tokens. They had a large forge or smithy in which the blacksmith work was done, and 
in addition to this business, Gibbs owned and ran a line of stage coaches from Belleville to Newark, and 
also to New York: for use on these lines he struck a brass token which reads I. GIBBS;" it is very 
rare. He removed from Belleville to New York in 1846, where he had a shop on Forsyth street; in 1856 
his home was in Williamsburgh, then a separate municipality, but later united to Brooklyn, and now a 
part of ‘*Greater New York.” While living there he manufactured shade fixtures, buckles, lamp- 
burners, etc. He was an ingenious mechanic, and when a resident of Belleville invented a spring fora 
clock which required winding but once a year. 

So many of the ‘*Hard Times Tokens” came from Belleville that some further notes on the 
establishment there seem desirable, to complete the history of these pieces. Belleville was a quiet little 
town in Essex County, New Jersey, on the Passaic River, three miles from Newark. Here, about 1830, 
was situated the factory in which was carried on the business — extensive for the period — to which refer- 
ence is made above, The sheet brass which was rolled there was chiefly designed for the manufacture of 
buttons, then an indispensable part of the attire of a man of fashion, and used to adorn the gay uniforms 
of the militia. These buttons were often quite elaborate in design, and were struck from dies, many of 
which showed considerable skill and taste in their workmanship. ‘The demand for skilled labor in their 
production brought to this country, and finally to this village of Belleville, Mr. Stevens, —the founder 
of the concern already named, if I am rightly informed; he had been trained in England, probably at 
Birmingham, in cutting dies and in striking buttons, etc. ; and with him came as his partner a Mr. Uffing- 
ton, who is said to have supplied much of the capital for the business. More or less closely allied with 
these gentlemen were Gibbs and others. 

In the course of time the establishment came to be currently known to the residents of the 
neighborhood as the ‘** Belleville Mint.” The demand for a metallic currency to take the place of the 
‘* shinplasters ” soon led to the striking of store cards, tokens, and the like, and of imitations of Cents; 
to protect their makers from the charge of counterfeiting and the danger of seizure, or from the facetious 
whim of the coiners, these pieces were inscribed ‘‘ NOT ONE CENT.” During the period of dearth of a 
legitimate minor coinage such issues had a wide circulation, and were generally accepted without objec- 
tion. In addition to these pieces, the ‘* Belleville Mint” executed numerous orders for supplying minor 
coins for Brazil and other countries, as has been mentioned, including various tokens for circulation in 
Canada. An article in the Vewark Sunday Call, under date of June 2, 1895, gives a romantic account 
of some branches of this business. There was nothing in the United States laws at that time which 
prevented such a coinage, and even now it is well known that private firms occasionally enter upon con- 
tracts to strike coins for foreign governments which have no mints of their own, and without objection. 
Some of the Belleville issues, however, if the account just quoted is to be accepted, were ordered by 
irresponsible parties for their private ends, with the intention of exporting them, putting them into cir- 
culation, and receiving whatever profit might accrue from the enterprise, and this practice is said to 
have led to complaints which finally resulted in putting a stop to this business. The fashion of store 
cards, like that for wearing brass buttons on the coat or vest, passed away, and with its departure the 
Belleville concern ceased to do any further coining. 

151. Odv. W. GIBBS . AGRICULTUREIST. above, and below, completing the circle, 
*.N.YORK.* Bouquet of wheat, thistles and roses. Rev. Same as the obverse of 
No. 66. Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal At. Size 28. 

William Gibbs was the father of John Gibbs, of Belleville, N. J., by whom, as has been stated 
above, the dies for this token were engraved and the pieces were struck, probably about 1837 to 1840, 
when the contest as to the construction to be given to the Constitution of the United States was still a 
vital issue between the leaders of the two great National parties. [See Nos. 12, 51 and 58.] The elder 
Gibbs was a resident of New York City; his house was on what is now Fifth Avenue and 71st Street, 
where he cultivated a large flower and vegetable garden, certainly as early as 1846, and probably several 
years previously, following his arrival from England, whence he came to this country about 1835. The com- 


1 The top of the letter 1 spreads a little and suggests a T, but it is probably meant for an I (é. ¢. J.) 
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bination of thistles, roses, etc., in the bouquet may possibly refer to the emblems of Great Britain, 
which perhaps commended its use to the Canadians on the well-known ‘‘ Sou series.” His name does 
not appear in the New York Directories, for at that time his home was outside what were considered the 
city limits. 

152. Obdv. Same as No. 149. Rev. CORPORATION OF PHILADELPHIA In field, 
ONE | SHILLING | TOKEN Borders 3. Edger. Metal, Feuchtwanger. Size 26. 

The date of striking this token is approximately fixed by an incident in the life of Mr. William 
Bellamy, of New York, who wrote to Mr. Geo. B. Mason, June 28, 1863, that he found one of these 
pieces ‘‘ in Washington Park or Parade Ground about the year 1835 or 1836.” Mr. Bellamy in his letter, 
the original of which is now before me, says he is able to fix the date by the fact that he was on his way 
to visit the lady who shortly after became his wife. 


153. Odv. ABRAHAM RIKER | N° [31 | DIVISION St | NEW yorK A slipper, boot 
and shoe; an ornament at either side of Division st and another below it. Rev. 
Same as No. 97. Borders 4. Edger. Metal At. Size 28. 

Mr. Riker’s business record in New York city covers a long period, extending from 1815, when he 


was located at No. 20 Suffolk Street, to 1860, when he is given as occupying 53 Canal Street. In the 
interval he was at six other places, one of which is mentioned on the token. 


154. Odv. Same as No. 153. Rev. Same as No. 36. Borders 4. Edge 1. 
Metal At. Size 28. 

155. Odbv. T. D. SEAMAN BUTCHER above, and below, completing the circle, 
* BELLEVILLE* Bouquet similar to No. 151. Rev. Same as the obverse of No. 66. 
Borders 4. Edger. Metal At. Size 28. 


T. D. Seaman kept a public house in Belleville, N. J., in or about 1837, and by the token it 
appears that he was also engaged in business there as a butcher. He is believed to be identical with 
Tobias D. Seaman, who kept the Mechanics’ Hotel, No. 188 Broad Street, at Newark, N. J., from 
1845 to 1850; in 1851 he kept the South Ward Hotel, at 398 Broad Street, in the same city. Nothing 
more has been learned of him. 


156. Obdv. Same as No. 88. Rev. MACHINE SHOP above, and below, completing 
the circle, # TURNING & BORING. # In the field, xe | SCREWS | FOR PAPER, | OIL & 
CIDER | MILLS, &c. At the bottom a minute bust between two small stars. <A screw- 
bolt. Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal At. Size 28. 


The reverse is that of the card of N. Starbuck & Son, of Troy; the dies were engraved by True. 


157. Obv. Same as No.gt. Rev. Same as No. 156. Borders 4. Edger. Metal 
Size 284. 


The same remark applies to this as to the preceding. 


158. Odv. A, LOOMIS CLEVELAND OHIO An eagle with his head /, a serpent in 
his beak ; his talons hold two arrows, one pointing ry. and the other 2 Rev. DEALER 
IN GROCERIES LIQUORS In the field, WINES &**C.| NO. 34| MERWIN. Sr | 1843 
Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal AZ. Size 284. 

159. Obv. Same design as No. 158; an eagle on two arrows, but doth pointing 
r. Rev. Same as No. 158. Borders 5. Edge 1. Metal AZ. Size 28. 

160. Odv, Same design as No. 159, but there is no serpent in the eagle’s beak. 
Rev. Same as No. 158. Borders 5. Edger. Metal At. Size 28. 

The introduction of these three pieces was made possible when accepting the one which imme- 


diately follows them, dated 1844, the type of which, both obverse and reverse, so distinctly imitates the 
quintessence of the series that I felt constrained to include it. 
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161. O COCHRAN BELLFOUNDER above, and below, completing the circle, 
kké* BATAVIA *** surrounding a female head, laureated, in profile to left. Rev. AN 
ARMY FOR DEFENCE outside of an unfinished wreath of olive leaves and berries formed 
by a single branch tied at the base with a bow of ribbon, between the end of which 
and the stem is the date 1844; within the wreath the inscription NoT | ONE | CENT 
| — | ror - TRIBUTE the last line curving upward. Borders 4. Edge 1. Metal &. 


. 
D1Ze 25 


| believe that the first knowledge of this piece by collectors, certainly the first mention of it which 
has been found on record, so far as I have been able to discover, dates from its appearance in a public 
sale held in New York, on December 1, 1896. The motto *‘ Millions for Defence” had ceased to be a 
popular cry; the era of peace and good feeling, save for the growing opposition to slavery, was regnant; 
the war with Mexico had not begun, and the special signification of the reverse legend is therefore diffi- 
cult to discover; it is doubtful if it be anything more than a modification of the earlier motto. I attri- 
bute it to Batavia, now a wealthy city in Genesee County, N. Y., then a prosperous town. No other 


specimen is known to me. 


A RECENT RUSSIAN MEDAL. 


Tue Russian Imperial Mint has recently struck a fine medal to commemorate 
the opening of a new port on the Arctic Ocean, which happens to have a special in- 
terest to Americans from the fact that one of the earliest impressions was presented to 
the owner of an American vessel. It chanced that Mr. Howard Gould, with his yacht 
Niagara, steamed into the harbor of Alexandrosk (which the Imperial Government 
have just completed for the convenience of its marine), on the day of its formal 
opening. This port is on the Kola peninsula, in about 70° north latitude and 35° east 
longitude, and the ceremonies attending its opening took place on the seventh of July 
last. The Niagara was therefore the first American vessel to display the stars and 
stripes on that occasion, —a Russian and Norwegian man-of-war arriving on the fol- 
lowing day. The Russian authorities showed their gratification at this unexpected 
visit of the Americans by special and unusual attentions to the visiting party from 
New York, and among these, presented them with an impression of the Commemora- 
tive Medal. 

The obverse has a fine head of the present Emperor, in profile to the left, with 
the legend in Russian, ISSUED DURING THE REIGN OF THE EMPEROR NICHOLAS Il. The 
reverse has a view of the new harbor, showing a rocky shore in the foreground on the 
left ; a point juts into the bay on the right, and another appears in the distance to 
the left, with two ships and a boat on the water ; above, in two semi-circular lines, is 
the legend in Russian, IN COMMEMORATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EKATERIN- 
SKY PORT ON THE MURMAN COAST. The medal is of bronze, and size 48, American 
scale. 
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THE NEW YORK DEWEY MEDAL. 


Tue City of New York presented an elaborate medal to Admiral Dewey, on his 
arrival in that harbor, of which I send you the following description : 

Oév. Within a wreath of laurel leaves is the portrait of the Admiral, all en- 
circled by the legend RECEPTION OF ADMIRAL DEWEY BY THE CITY OF NEW YORK 1899. 
Rev. Fame, personified by an undraped and winged female, seated, facing left and 
blowing a trumpet; in her right hand she holds an olive branch. In the background 
the sun is rising from the sea, and in the path of its rays is the flagship of the Ad- 
miral, the protected cruiser Olympia, the device evidently having allusion to the morn- 
ing-hour of his victory. In exergue, 1899. 

The work is executed in a low but clearly cut relief, and the medal is of gold 
with a dull but rich finish. It is surrounded by a cable-chain, each alternate link set 
with a jewel, and is attached by a tri-color ribbon of red, white and blue, to a bar 
composed of a cannon, which is wreathed with laurel enamelled green and set with 
rubies. From the cannon hang five short chains attached to a tablet bordered with 
leaves, also in green enamel and studded with rubies, which is finished in blue enamel, 
set in gold, and inscribed MANILA MAY I 1898; at regular intervals in the tablet are 
gems of the national colors — rubies for the red, diamonds for the white, and sapphires 
for the blue, while beneath the tablet is the letter D set with large diamonds. The 
effect is strikingly brilliant. 

An engraving of the jewel is given in the Mew York World of Sept. 29; by this 
the size of the medal appears to be 19, and that of the encircling chain 24; but 
whether these are the exact sizes of the original we are not informed. 

During the stay of the Admiral in New York, as well as while he was visiting 
other cities where receptions have been given him since his return, numerous medals 
in his honor have been freely offered for sale in the streets. These as a whole have 
but little merit numismatically, and were issued, like the Vernon medals ofa century 
and a half ago, to take advantage of the popular enthusiasm for the hero of a great 
naval victory. Like those, also, they were of no intrinsic value, being struck in tin 
or white metal, brass and copper. One before me has a portrait bust of the Admiral 
in uniform to right, with the legend Gro. w. (sic) DEwEY—the engraver perhaps 
having in his mind the “father of his country,”’ which led him to interject the super- 
fluous initial. The reverse has the Admiral’s flagship sailing to right, with water-lines 
below, and the legend, DEWEY’s FLAG-SHIP — the exergue giving its name, etc., in two 
lines, OLYMPIA, | 5,800 TONS. Rim milled; edge plain. It was supplied with a clasp 
on which was the word wELCoME on a scrolled panel. Size 23. This or a very sim- 
ilar reverse was muled with an obverse die bearing the accolated busts of Dewey and 
Schley, and their names, which was also struck in the various metals. Numerous 
badges, which cannot properly be classed among medals, were offered with these 
pieces ; one of them bore the bust of Dewey in a wreath, and was struck or stamped 
out of a thin sheet of copper. 

I learn from the Mint officials that impressions of the National Medal struck for 
the participants in the victory in Manila Bay, and given by order of Congress to the 
officers and sailors of the fleet, will not be offered for sale to collectors at present, if 
at all, EDMUND J. CLEVELAND. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 
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FEMALE SUFFRAGE IN ANCIENT ATHENS ON A MEDALLION. 

Tue struggle between Athena and Poseidon (or Minerva and Neptune as the 
Romans called these deities), which occurred in the reign of Cecrops according to 
the ancient myth, is familiar to every reader of classic lore. The contest was as to 
which of them should have the honor of naming the capital city of Attica, and thus 
become its tutelary god. The olden story ran that the Olympic deities decided that 
the contestant who produced a gift most useful to mankind should be regarded as the 
victor ; Poseidon struck the ground with his trident, and forthwith the horse appeared, 
and the ancient coins of Carthage show the sea-god armed with his trident and 
standing beside the war-horse he created; Athena, however, planted the olive; she 
was declared the greater benefactor, and received the honor, and the coins of Athens 
bearing the helmeted head of the blue-eyed goddess, with her attributes of the olive 
sprig and the bird of wisdom, perpetuate the memory of her victory. 

But there is another story, not so well known to the general reader, which is 
preserved by Varro, and commemorated on certain Roman medallions, the device 
upon which is discussed by W. Amelung in a recent number of the Mitthetlungen of 
the Royal Archeological Institute, Athens. One type of these medallions shows the 
two divinities on either side of a table with an amphora, in which a female figure 
is depositing a vote. The version by Varro states that the inhabitants of Attica 
decided the case by ballot, and that the men voted for Poseidon, the women for 
Athena, and the women had a majority of one; thus the Virgin goddess became the 
patron of the city of Athens which took the name of its mistress. Another type of 
the medallion shows Nike (Victory) emptying the urn to count the votes. 


A CURIOUS FIND IN INDIANA. 


le following clipping appears in a recent paper. It will be seen that the coin was 


dug up wear, not out of, one of the ancient mounds which are more or Jess numerous in that 


T 


vicinity. Further information is desirable, for the account is not sufficient to identify the 


piece with certainty : 


In making an excavation at Marietta, Ind., near an Indian mound, Professor E. 
E. Gilmore has found three ancient silver pieces, one a coin and the others shields, 
hanging together by a triangle of gold. The coin is the size of a dime; on its face 
is a king’s head, bearing a crown and sceptre, encircled by the words JOHANNES: DEI 
GkA:xX. The reverse side has a cross of two bars, extending from edge to edge, and 
in each triangle there is a six-pointed star or blossom. The whole is encircled by the 
words REX SCOTORVM: x. The shields are three-eighths of an inch thick, one and 
one-quarter inches across the top, and one and one-half inches from top to point. One 


side of each is plain, and the other side is engraved with a sheaf of grain. 


The only King of Scotland who bore the name of John was John Baliol, the rival of 
Robert Bruce for the Scottish crown. He was born about 1259, and on the death of Mar- 
garet, the daughter of Alexander III, who married Eric of Norway in 1282, he claimed the 
throne, and his cause was favored by Edward I, who was made arbiter of the dispute. Edward 
awarded the crown to John on condition that he should do homage to the King of England for 
his support, and his coronation took place at Scone in 1292. John soon renounced his allegi- 
ance and marched against the English king, who had invaded Scotland. The defeat of the 
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Scots followed, and John was made prisoner, and shortly after resigned his title. After some 
years of confinement he escaped to France, and died in 1314. It will be seen that his reign 
was only a brief one, and the few pieces which bear his name as king are very rare, —a fact 
which gives added interest to the discovery of one of his coins in the manner described. The 
Editors will be glad to learn further particulars of the piece itself, and of the attendant cir- 
cumstances, 


MASONIC MEDALS. 


{Continued from Vol. XXXIII, page 128.) 


MCXI. Obverse, Within a wreath of maple leaves are the square and 
compasses; at the top is a beaver. Legend, 1792-1892 caNaDA_ Reverse, 
The inscription in eight lines, CENTENARY | OF | FREE MASONRY | CANADA | CEL- 
EBRATED | AT | TORONTO, | DEC. 27, 1892 Beneath, in small letters, rEGD 
1892. Silver and white metal. Struck by P. W. Ellis & Co., of Toronto, 
Canada, for sale, and unofficial. For my knowledge of this I am indebted to 
Mr. R. W. McLachlan, of Montreal.’ 

MCXII. Obverse, A view of the library building of the Grand Lodge 
of Iowa, erected at Cedar Rapids; above it, in the field at the left in two 
lines, QuID | uTmL1us (What more useful ?) ; under the building, in three lines 
and small letters, LIBRARY BUILDING | CORNER STONE MAY | 7, 1884. Legend, 
above, GRAND LODGE OF IOWA. A. F. & A. M. and below, CONSTITUTED JANUARY 8, 


1844. Reverse, Accolated clothed busts to left, of the Grand Master and 
Grand Secretary. Legend, above, Labor OMNIA suPERAT (Labor conquers all 
things), and below, beginning to read on the left, G. B. VAN SAUN, GR. MASTER, 


T. S. PARVIN, GR. SEC. Bronze, and probably other metals. Size 22.’ 

MCXIII. Obverse, The arms of the State of Maryland; quarterly: one 
and four, paly bendy of six pieces, argent and gules; two and three, quar- 
terly, argent and gules surmounted by a cross botonee (color not indicated). 
Crest, an eagle with wings expanded. Motto, on a ribbon below, CRESCITE ET 
MULTIPLICAMINI. (Increase and multiply.) Supporters, dexter, a planter 
standing, a spade in his dexter hand; sinister, a fisherman, standing, holding 
a fish in his sinister hand. Legend, BI-cENTENNIAL SESSION GRAND LODGE OF 
MARYLAND At the bottom, completing the circle, Nov. 16. 1886. Reverse, 
The square and compasses enclosing the face of the meridian sun, from which 
proceed pointed rays, nearly filling the field. The square shows divisions. 
This is the principal device of the seal of the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 
Legend, THOMAS J. SHRYOCK on the left, and GRAND MASTER on the right. A 


1 The reverse sufficiently explains the object of for his zeal and devotion to Masonry in its various 


the medal, which was worn on the Centennial, held on 
the feast of St. John Evangelist, in Toronto, Province 
of Ontario. This city, formerly York, was in 1793 the 
capital of that part of Canada. 

2 I describe this from an impression sent me by 
Wor. Bro. Parvin, who is well known to the fraternity 


branches ; it is largely due to his efforts that the Grand 
Lodge of Iowa not only have a fine building for their 
large library (perhaps only excelled by those of Gen’l 
S. C. Lawrence and of the Grand Lodge of Massachu- 
setts), but also a fine and increasing cabinet of Masonic 
Medals. 
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very small star of eight points, at the bottom. Bronze, and doubtless other 


metals. Size 22. 

MCXIV. Obverse, On a small platform of two steps stand two columns 
surmounted by ornamental capitals, the celestial globe on that on the right, 
and the terrestrial on the left; in front of them are the square and compasses 
enclosing the All-seeing eye, rays from which nearly fill the field; over the 
joint of the compasses the letter G in a circle surrounded by rays. One arm 


of the compasses is ornamented, and the square is spaced. Reverse, Within 
a raised circle an inscription in seven lines, on a burnished field, a dash be- 
tween the third and fourth; 1787 | TALBOT COURT HOUSE | JOHN COATS GRAND 
MASTER | BALTIMORE CITY | THOMAS J. SHRYOCK | GRAND MASTER | 1887 Legend, 
he circle, which is in “ dead finish,” COMMEMORATIVE OF THE CENTENNIAL 
GRAND LODGE OF MD. and at the bottom filling out the circle, - a. F. & 
[he medal is pierced for a ring, and suspended by a ribbon to a 
clasp on which are Masonic working tools, the level in the centre, the square 
near it on the right, and a spade and gavel crossed; on the left are the plumb 
near the level, and further to the left, the rule and gavel crossed. Bronze, 
and probably other metals. Size 26 nearly. 

MCXV. Obverse, Clothed bust of Henry Price to left, and wearing a 
bag-wig; on the decollation H mM in very small letters, the initials of Henry 
Mitchell, who cut the dies; underneath the bust, - JuNE 26, 1888 - Legend, 
separated from the field by a circle, under the bust HENRY PRICE and reading 
upward from the left, FOUNDER OF DULY CONSTITUTED MASONRY IN AMERICA 
Reverse, The arms of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts: Dexter, sable, on 
a chevron or between three castles masoned proper, a pair of compasses ex- 
tended chevronwise, also proper: impaling Sinister, The arms of Massa- 
chusetts: Azure, an Indian standing, vested, proper, a bow in his dexter and 
an arrow, pointed downward, in his sinister hand; in dexter chief a mullet 
argent. Crest, a dove, close, holding a sprig of olive in its beak. (The 
dove is on a ribbon, not on a mound, as on some Masonic crests.) Motto, 
on a ribbon below, FoLLOW REASON Supporters, Two beavers. Legend, 
above, GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS and below, - 1733 .- <A swivel and 
ring with dark blue ribbon suspend the medal from a clasp, on which are 
the square and compasses enclosing the letter G between two sprigs of acacia.’ 
Bronze and silver. Size 36. 

MCXVI. Obverse, On a mosaic pavement stands an altar, in the form 
of the frustum of a pyramid; on its front the square and compasses ; and on 

1 This and the next following I describe from im- Master and founder of Masonry in America. The dies 
pressions kindly sent me by Grand Master Shryock. are finely cut, and the only criticism to be made on the 
2 This medal was struck by the Grand Lodge of piece is that the beavers are not drawn in accordance 
Massachusetts, on the occasion of the dedication of a with heraldic custom, but more after nature, which ren- 


monument erected to the memory of Henry Price, in ders them disproportionately large for the blazon. 
Townsend, Mass.; he was the First Provincial Grand 
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its top the Bible, square and compasses; at the corners of the altar are 
“horns.” Above is a cloud, with the face of the meridian sun shedding its 
rays on the field; on the rays, in a curving line, between the altar and the 
cloud, SEMI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION No legend. Reverse, An inscription 
in eight lines, 1840 | JACKSONVILLE | ABRAHAM JONAS, | GRAND MASTER | -*"e¢= 
| CHICAGO | JOHN C. SMITH, | GRAND MASTER | 1889 Legend, separated from 
the field by a circle, ‘ SEMI CENTENNIAL OF THE GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS F. & 
a. M.* Below, completing the circle, ocr. 1. 1889 Bronze. Size 28 nearly. 
A loop at the top on the edge of the planchet by which it was suspended by 
a dark blue ribbon to an ornamental clasp on which is the word Ivuinois.' 

MCXVII. Obverse, The arms of the Grand Lodge of the State of New 
York: an ornamental shield, its outline formed by palm branches, and bear- 
ing a cross. In the first quarter a lion rampant: in the second, an ox pas- 
sant: in the third, a man with arms uplifted: in the fourth, an eagle displayed. 
Crest, the ark of the Covenant; supporters, two cherubim: motto, on a rib- 
bon, HOLINESS TO THE LORD; the ends of the ribbons terminate in floreated 
ornaments below. No tinctures are indicated. Legend, GRAND LODGE OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK Reverse, On the field are the square and com- 
passes, surmounted by the inscription in seven lines, To | COMMEMORATE | THE 
FREEDOM OF THE | CRAFT FROM DEBT | 1889. | M.*. W.*'. FRANK R. LAWRENCE | 
BEING GRAND MASTER Legend, separated from the field by a circle, THE HAND 
OF THE LORD HATH WROUGHT THIS.". Bronze. Size 40.’ 

MCXVIII. Obverse, Two fluted columns surmounted by fanciful capi- 
tals, the celestial globe on that at the left and the terrestrial on the one at 
the right, stand at the rear of a mosaic pavement; behind it the ‘Great Salt 
Lake ;’ mountains in the distance ; a rugged rock with flat top and the square 
and compasses enclosing the letter G on its face, rises from the waves be- 
tween the pillars. Above is a cloud partly concealing a meridian sun, which 
sheds its beams on the rock. Between the pillars Semper Fidelis in script 
letters (Ever faithful). Legend, on a dead-finish circle, slightly raised, 
GRAND LODGE A. F. & A. M. or UTAH and below, completing the circle, ORGANIZED 
JAN. 20. 1872. Reverse, Plain. Bronze. Size 32. 

MCXIX. Obverse, A view of the Masonic Asylum at Utica, N. Y. 
Above, in two lines, the first curving, sTRUCK BY THE TRUSTEES | OF THE and 
below, in three lines, the last curving, MASONIC HALL | AND | ASYLUM FUND 
Reverse, The inscription in fourteen lines, the second, third, fourth and fifth 
curving downward, the seventh and last two curving upward, To | COMMEMO- 
RATE | THE LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE | OF THE | MASONIC ASYLUM | AT | 
UTICA | BY THE | GRAND LODGE F. & A. M. | OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK | MAY 


1 In the Lawrence collection. proper tinctures might have been given, and would 
2 This medal was struck, I am informed, by the have added much to the workmanship of the medal. 
Gorham Company of Providence; the lion in the first Its object is sufficiently explained by the reverse. In 
quarter is correctly given as rampant, not couchant, as the Lawrence collection, 
on XXXVIII; the cross has beveled edges. The 3 In the Lawrence collection. 
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21 5891 | THE | M.*. W.'. JOHN W. VROOMAN | BEING GRAND MASTER Bronze. 
Size 24 nearly. Worn with a ribbon attached to a clasp, on which are two 


olive branches crossed, 1842 on the left and 1891 on the right.’ 


w. 
{To be continued.] 


A ZOLA MEDAL. 


Tue Dreyfus incident has elicited a medal, which bears on the obverse a clothed 
bust of M. Zola in profile to the right, with the legend above HOMMAGE A EMILE 
zoLa The artist is M. Charpentier, and it is said to be an excellent likeness of the 
novelist to whose untiring zeal the successful termination of the case is so largely 
due. The reverse has the words uttered by Zola 13 January, 1898, “ La Vérité est en 
marche et rien ne l’arretera.” (Truth is marching on and nothing can arrest her 
steps.) With this is a representation of a thunderstorm, and the sun breaking 
through the clouds. The original is a medallion, about six inches in diameter, and is 
said to weigh five pounds! It was cast, to avoid compliance with a French law which 
requires copies of all pieces struck in France to be deposited with the Government. 
Replicas in bronze of a much smaller size are to be issued for the subscribers to the 
presentation fund. 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 
EXHIBITION OF COINS AT THE FRENCH EXPOSITION. 


COMMANDANT R. Mowat has proposed to the Director of the French Mint a plan to 
secure for the coming Exposition a complete collection of all the coins current throughout the 
world in the year 1900, No similar collection has ever been shown, although several interest- 
ing displays of ancient and modern coins have been made at preceding exhibitions. The 
gentleman who suggests this interesting plan proposes to call the collection “ A Panorama of 
the Modern Monetary World,” and it would afford food for reflection to those who sympathize 
with the scheme for a Cosmopolitan Coin, a subject on which some remarks will be found on 
the Editorial pages of this number of the /Journa/. Certainly the proposal seems to be feasi- 
ble, and such a cabinet would be a valuable object lesson in emphasizing the need and useful- 
ness of such a coinage as has been suggested. 


A FIND OF ROMAN COINS. 

THE Avista Jtaliana Numismatica has an account of the discovery of a large quantity 
of Roman silver coins, probably the buried treasure of some army officials, which was found 
near Teves, a Prussian town on the Moselle, noted as the site of the ancient Roman city called 
Augusta Trevirorum, and said to be not only the oldest city in Germany but by far the richest 
in Roman remains of any in that empire. An ancient bridge built by the invaders, and nearly 
700 feet in length, crosses the river at this point. The hoard contains about 20,000 pieces, of 
the time of Saloninus, Postumus, and others, ranging from about A. D. 253 to 270 or later. 
Many of them were rare and all in a fine state of preservation. 

WE are informed by our correspondent, Adolph E. Cahn, of Frankfort-on-the-Main, that 
the two Alchemical medals, described in the last issue of the Journad, were offered in a sale 
which he conducted ; the larger brought one hundred and sixty marks, and the smaller sixty- 
one marks, or about forty and fifteen dollars respectively. 


1 In the Lawrence collection. This was struck and worn on the occasion named. 
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EDITORIAL. 
A COSMOPOLITAN COIN. 


Ir has long been the desire among merchants and numismatists as well, that there might 
be an agreement between the leading mercantile nations of the world to issue a coin based 
upon some standard unit of value, which should be common to all, and thus have a universal 
circulation at a recognized value. The advantages to be derived from such an agreement are 
too obvious to require argument, and it would seem the time when this agreement might be 
reached has never been so favorable as now; never has there been an hour when it might so 
easily be accomplished. To-day, except for minor coins, silver has almost ceased to be used ; 
for purposes of exchange it has but a nominal value. The nations which use it for home 
circulation have very generally limited the amount which shall be coined, and in all of them, 
with hardly an exception, it has ceased to be anything more than token-money,—its face 
value being everywhere about double its intrinsic value. The exceptions are only apparent, 
they are not real, and they are found only in the coins of those nations which by law make 
their silver coins receivable at their gold or nominal value. Where this provision does not 


exist, as for example in Mexico, the silver dollar of the United States, protected by law, buys 


two of theirs. 

The questions of political economy which this condition of affairs discloses, and the 
theories of bi-metallism propounded by Mr. Bryan and his followers which may be thought to 
bear upon them, are foreign to the province of the /ourna/, and we do not propose to discuss 
them. It is sufficient to say, be the cause what it may, gold is to-day virtually and everywhere 
the single standard; and in spite of the fact that the mines of precious metals (if silver is 
still to be regarded as a precious metal) are now producing a much greater proportion of gold 
than of silver, there is nothing to cause one to believe that this pre-eminence of gold will ever 
yield to any other. Iron, and bronze, and silver, have each had their day in the past, and 
then lost the sceptre ; but in spite of the fact that history repeats itself, nothing has yet been 
discovered of which it may be prophesied that it will sooner or later displace the ‘ royal 
metal,” , 

Granting these premises, the cosmopolitan coin must of necessity be of gold. It must 
be of a standard of weight and fineness fixed by general consent throughout the world, 
Already the standard of fineness in the more advanced nations is so nearly the same that but 
little change in the proportion of alloy in their gold coinage would be anywhere required ; and 
when once an exact uniformity is reached by commva consent in this direction, but a few short 
steps are needed to reach the desired goal. 

Such a coin, struck in the mints of the leading nations, would bear the national emblem 
of the people which coined it, as a guarantee of its purity. It would have a legend or in- 
scription declaring its character and fineness ; this might be in more than one language, for 
general convenience, — English certainly for one, since by far the greater proportion of the 
commerce of the world is in the hands of English-speaking people ; and it is interesting to 
note in this connection how rapidly English is displacing French as the language of diplomacy, 
as it has already become the language of commerce : witness the recent Treaty between China 
and Mexico, which is written in the English language. 

In connection with the adoption of such an international coin, it would be essential also 
that provision should be made for its multiples and fractions, based on the decimal system. 
Already Germany, France, Italy, and the United States have a decimal system of coinage, and 
to bring about a uniformity in the value of the unit would be one of the preliminary steps ; 
but Great Britain, while permitting the decimal system in her Colonies, still adheres to her 
ancient custom of reckoning in pounds, shillings and pence, and it would probably be found 
that the conservatism of her merchants, and their opposition to change, in spite of their con- 
viction that the decimal system is by far the most convenient, would prove to be the greatest 
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obstacle in the way. The reluctance to adopt the metric system may indicate an equal if not 


a greater unwillingness to favor the Cosmopolitan coin, 


Aside from its convenience for purposes of exchange, such a coinage would be a boon to 
travellers ; the visitor to the Continent would have a much more definite knowledge of the cost 
of the journey, and the vexatious and inevitable fees would be more easily understood and 
paid; half the discomfort of the tourist arises from an uncertainty as to what he is expected to 
bestow, —largely due to ignorance of comparative values. But the catalogue of benefits to 
be derived from the proposed plan is too long to be given in detail. We know of no subject 
which is more worthy of discussion at the approaching Congress of Numismatists, to be held 
in France in connection with the Exposition of 1900, and we should be glad to see our National 

soard of Trade take steps in this direction, by asking Congress or the President to make the 
matter of a Cosmopolitan Coinage the subject of an International Conference. It would be 
at least as useful, and we believe far more practical, than the gatherings which have met to 
discuss the continued coinage of silver. We should be glad to see our National Government, 
which is in pat touch with ‘ai business interests of our people than any other except that 
of Great Britain, the first to propose to the powers of the old world the adoption of a Cos- 
mopolitan « 

C'HE VETTIAN PICTURE 

The very interesting discussion as to the proper interpretation to be given to the Vettian 
picture at Pompeii, continues to hold the attention of foreign numismatists. Mr. E. J. Selt- 
man, of Great Berkhamsted, England, has kindly sent to the Journa/ a reprint of the article on 
the subject which appeared in Part III, Vol. II, of the Journal Jnternational ad’ Archéologie 
Numismatique; these embrace a paper by Mr. Seltman, entitled “ Mint, or Jeweller’s Work- 
shop,” which mentions the position he assumed in the London Mumismatic Chronicle, to which 
M. Blanchet objected. Mr. Seltman, it will be remembered, believes that the picture shows 
the operations of a Roman Mint, while M. Blanchet sees in it the visit of a Roman matron to 
a goldsmith’s shop. ‘These discussions were reprinted in the Journal. Mr. Seltman’s paper 
is followed by an article continuing the discussion, written by M. Svoronos, of Athens, entitled 
‘« Bin Altes Griechisches APTYPOKONEION” [an old Greek silver smithy], and to this Mr, 
Seltman adds an “ Erwiederung”’ [an amplification]. The articles were illustrated by a photo- 
gravure of the painting, showing its present condition, and enabling the reader to judge more 
accurately as to some points under discussion than did the outline sketches which have hitherto 
been printed; there is also a plate, showing phototype views of a contemporary Greek gold- 
smith’s shop, with its workmen busy at their benches, etc. 

This reprint has reached us as the last pages of this number are going to press. The 
unavoidable delay in the appearance of the Journad forbids us to hold it back a single day, 
to give any notice of these papers, but we shall hope to do so in our next issue. 


MEDALS OF THE COMING FRENCH EXPOSITION. 


M. Cuas. Duprisz, of the Gazette Numismatique, Brussels, informs us that the prepara- 
tion of the Medals for the French Exposition of 1900, which are to take the place of the 
Diplomas of Honor awarded at previous Exhibitions, and to be bestowed on the successful 
contestants, has been entrusted to M. Chaplain. A commemorative plaque is also in prepara- 
tion by Roty, for the same Exposition. M. Chaplain is also at work on a medal of President 
Loubet. 

DEATH OF M. RAYMOND SERRURE. 


WE regret to learn of the sudden death of M. Raymond Serrure, of Paris, which occurred 
quite recently, particulars of which have not yet reached us. He will be greatly missed by 
the readers of the beautiful magazine Gazette Numismatigue, with which he has been connected — 
from its foundation. 





